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by going local and sharing.
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What to expect?

• First Principles – Are you a 
Geographer?

• Individual engagement -
Hornsby, Tamworth, Main 
Beach, Bulahdelah, Dunedoo.

• Sharing engagement – activity, 
HSC resources, working with 
non-geographers (Melbourne, 
Yass and Hornsby homeless).

• Thoughts on top HSC Results: 
Shanghai, General Capabilities 
AC planning.

• Approach geography from 
different angle: - personal 
interests

• What can you do?
• Zoom in  and Zoom out



First Principles: Are you a geographer?

• The resident of Strathfield, Redfern, Bowral, St Ives, Berowra, Galston 
and Pennant Hills

• The visitor of Bulahdelah, Main Beach, Tamworth
• The explorer groupie
• The runner
• The geography teacher who shares and uses technology



Workshop Resources martinpluss.com



Resources to share

• Release your inner geographer 
PPT

• HSC Syllabus Guides
• NSW AC Syllabus Summary for 

local and regional geography
• NSW Planning resources - a 

selection
• Digital Skills for Teachers and 

students
• ICT Standards

• Twitter - @plu
• Facebook - Martin Pluss/ Pluruns
• Email- martinpluss@gmail.com
• LinkedIn Martin Pluss

mailto:martinpluss@gmail.com


The geographer: Strathfield – the inspiration

"“For whatever you’re doing, for your creative juices, your geography’s 
got a hell of a lot to do with it,” he said. “You really have to be in a good 
place, and then you have to be either on your way there or on your way 
from there.” 
Source: Neil Young
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/neil-young-comes-
clean.html?_r=2&smid=tw-share

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/neil-young-comes-clean.html?_r=2&smid=tw-share


The teacher: geography students



Day Students: Local Environment/Local 
Council



Boarding Students: Tamworth local view from 
an outsiders perspective



Tamworth student work and show video



Main Beach David Chapman



Bulahdelah regional and township studies



Dunedoo nonformal education



#blazeaid



Sharing Engagement

• 2005
• Activity
• Celebrity pictures



Picture Activity



Sharing and social media



Examples of Sharing – HSC Flow Charts







Melbourne Yarra River



Responses



#Yass



Homeless Hornsby need a process and 
awareness



Homeless Hornsby



Homeless Hornsby



……..and now



Avoca Beach



Thoughts on top HSC Results



Shanghai





…and now plan for the AC



Approach geography from different angle: -
#running



Tamworth- Peel River



Tamworth Peel -River 



Tamworth 6 km run night





Approach geography from different angle: -
#Music
• Beach House in the Blue 

Mountains
• Toms Diner



What can you do?

• Engage with the local regional, 
state and national resources

• Join local associations as a lurker
or be active

• Attend a local council meeting or 
at the very least download the 
business papers. 

• Harvest all the secondary 
sources.

• Be aware and perhaps even 
engage in the local political 
processes.

• One night a week or month go to 
a local event.



Zoom Out Zoom in



One tip:- Presentation Pictures



Go Local – primary and secondary resources

• Become aware
• Become involved



#Hornsby #pennanthills



Hornsby Action Group











NSW Government



Changing NSW



Changing NSW

• Show resources in NSW Planning
• Catchments and harbours
• Coastal Protection
• Employment Lands
• North West Rail
• North Connex West Connex
• Ports 
• Reional Landuse
• Transport
• NSW 2021



Northern Sydney Regional Action Plan



Northern Sydney Regional Action Plan



Northern Sydney Implementation Priorities



Northern Sydney Implementation Priorities



Northern Sydney Implementation Priorities



Hornsby area



Political Local -Hornsby Council



Political Geography -State



Political National

• Small business
• Newline Road
• Mobile Blackspots
• Hornsby Hospital



Political –
International 
UNO



Pennant Hills

• Change is now
• What can I do?

• Become informed

• What is happening in the area?
• Council Meetings
• Pennant Hills Trust



Hornsby Council Meetings



Political Geography- regional



Land Zoning - Hornsby





Engagement - Pennant Hills Trust



Political local- Epping to Penno Cycle Path



Penno Town Centre Masterplan Survey



Penno Town Centre Masterplan Survey



Pennant Hills Land Zoning



Penno Survey Questions



Penno Survey Results

• https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1FKh92IEUHqUz0Vm5dGmiqg
ZL-6X4-
_LI6KginqrYTCs/edit#responses

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FKh92IEUHqUz0Vm5dGmiqgZL-6X4-_LI6KginqrYTCs/edit#responses








…and now the AC



…and now the AC



Apple Music

• Beach House in the Blue 
Mountains

• Toms Diner



HSC Syllabus Guides



NSW Globe
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